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(2) The lead agency shall serve as the
single point of contact for issues in-
volving the administration of the
Grantee’s Block Grant program; and

(3) The sharing of administrative and
implementation responsibilities must
be governed by written agreements
which specify the mutual roles and re-
sponsibilities of the lead agency and
the other agencies in meeting the re-
quirements of this part.

(b) In retaining overall responsibility
for the administration of the program,
the lead agency must:

(1) Determine the basic usage and
priorities for the expenditure of Block
Grant funds;

(2) Promulgate all rules and regula-
tions governing overall administration
of the Plan;

(3) Submit all reports required by the
Secretary;

(4) Ensure that the program complies
with the approved Plan and all Federal
requirements;

(5) Oversee the expenditure of funds
by subgrantees and contractors;

(6) Monitor programs and services;
(7) Fulfill the responsibilities of the

Grantee in any: disallowance under
subpart G; complaint or compliance ac-
tion under subpart J; or hearing or ap-
peal action under part 99 of this chap-
ter; and

(8) Ensure that all State and local
agencies with whom it shares adminis-
trative responsibilities, including agen-
cies and contractors which determine
individual eligibility, operate accord-
ing to the rules established for the pro-
gram.

§ 98.12 Coordination and consultation.
The lead agency must:
(a) Coordinate the provision of serv-

ices for which assistance is provided
under this part with other Federal,
State, and local child care and early
childhood development programs, and
before- and after-school programs as
provided under § 98.10(e).

(b) Consult, in accordance with
§ 98.14(b), with representatives of gen-
eral purpose local government during
the development of the Plan; and

(c) Coordinate, to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, with any Indian Tribes in
the State submitting Applications in
accordance with subpart I of this part.

§ 98.13 Application content and proce-
dures.

(a) An Application for Block Grant
funds must be made by the chief execu-
tive officer of a State. The Application
must contain:

(1) The program period, as defined in
§ 98.2(cc), for which the Application is
made;

(2) The amount of funds requested for
such period;

(3) An assurance that the Grantee
will comply with the requirements of
the Act and this part;

(4) Pursuant to 45 CFR part 93, a lob-
bying certification which assures that
the funds will not be used for the pur-
pose of influencing, and, if necessary, a
Standard Form LLL (SF–LLL) which
discloses lobbying payments (Tribal
applicants are not required to submit
either the certification or form);

(5) Pursuant to 45 CFR 76.600, an as-
surance that the Grantee provides a
drug-free workplace or a statement
that such an assurance has already
been submitted for all HHS grants;

(6) A budget of expenditures, which
provides an estimate of the use and dis-
tribution of Block Grant funds during
the period covered by the Application,
including:

(i) A break-out of program activities
under § 98.50, including a list of activi-
ties to improve the availability and
quality of child care, and administra-
tive costs, as described in § 98.52(b), the
Grantee anticipates will be necessary
to carry out the stated purposes of the
program;

(ii) A detailed explanation, pursuant
to § 98.50(d)(3), including appropriate
documentation for the budget expendi-
tures, if not consistent with the limita-
tion at § 98.50(d)(2); and

(iii) A break-out of program activi-
ties under § 98.51 including administra-
tive costs, as described in § 98.52(b),
which the Grantee anticipates will be
necessary to carry out the stated pur-
pose of the program.

(7) Pursuant to 45 CFR 76.500, certifi-
cation that no principals have been
debarred;

(8)(i) For the initial Application, or
first Application after publication of
the final rule implementing the Block
Grant, the amounts of Federal, State,
and local public funds expended for the
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support of child care and related pro-
grams during the base period, pursuant
to § 98.53(b);

(ii) For subsequent Applications, the
amounts of such funds expended during
the applicable subsequent period; and,

(iii) If applicable, information re-
garding the nature, extent and basis
for any reduction in Federal expendi-
tures, and, for Tribal Grantees, in
State expenditures, for programs other
than the Block Grant, for the subse-
quent period;

(9) Assurances that the Grantee will
comply with the applicable provisions
regarding nondiscrimination at 45 CFR
part 80 (implementing title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended),
45 CFR part 84 (implementing section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended), 45 CFR part 86 (implement-
ing title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, as amended) and 45 CFR
part 91 (implementing the Age Dis-
crimination Act of 1975, as amended);

(10) The Block Grant Plan, at times
and in such manner as required in
§ 98.17; and

(11) Such other information as speci-
fied by the Secretary.

(b) Applications must be submitted
annually or less frequently, as specified
by the Secretary, at such time and in
such manner as prescribed by the Sec-
retary.

(c) In its initial Application, an In-
dian Tribe must provide a description
of current service delivery skills, per-
sonnel, resources, community support,
and other necessary components that
will enable it to satisfactorily carry
out the proposed Plan. Initial Applica-
tions submitted by consortia must also
contain the additional information re-
quired under § 98.80 (c)(1) and (c)(4).

§ 98.14 Plan process.
In the development of each Plan, as

required pursuant to § 98.17, the lead
agency shall:

(a) Coordinate the provision of Block
Grant services with other Federal,
State, and local child care and early
childhood development programs, in-
cluding such programs for the benefit
of Indian children;

(b) Consult with appropriate rep-
resentatives of local governments to
consider local child care needs and re-

sources, the effectiveness of existing
child care and early childhood develop-
ment services, and the methods by
which Block Grant funds can be used to
effectively address local child care
shortages; and

(c) Hold at least one hearing, with
adequate notice, to provide to the pub-
lic an opportunity to comment on the
provision of child care services under
the Plan.

§ 98.15 Assurances.
The Block Grant Plan must include

assurances that:
(a) Upon approval, the Grantee will

have in effect a program which com-
plies with the provisions of the Plan;

(b) The parent(s) of each eligible
child within the State who receives or
is offered child care services for which
financial assistance is provided under
§ 98.50 is given the option either:

(1) To enroll such child with a child
care provider that has a grant or con-
tract for the provision of the service;
or

(2) To receive a child care certificate
as defined in § 98.2(j);

(c) In cases in which the parent(s),
pursuant to § 98.30, elects to enroll
their child with a provider that has a
grant or contract with the lead agency,
the child will be enrolled with the eli-
gible provider selected by the parent to
the maximum extent practicable;

(d) In accordance with § 98.30, the
child care certificate offered to parents
shall be of a value commensurate with
the subsidy value of child care services
provided under a grant or contract;

(e) The Grantee, in accordance with
§ 98.31, has procedures in place to en-
sure that providers of child care serv-
ices for which assistance is provided
under the Block Grant, afford parents
unlimited access to their children and
to the providers caring for their chil-
dren, during the normal hours of oper-
ations and whenever such children are
in the care of such providers;

(f) The Grantee, as required by § 98.32,
maintains a record of substantiated pa-
rental complaints and makes informa-
tion regarding such complaints avail-
able to the public, on request;

(g) Consumer education information
will be made available to parents and
the general public within the State (or
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